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REFLEGTI ONS 


O  N    T  H  E 


Report  of  the  General  Ofjicers. 


SIR, 

AFTER  your  having  all  along  ex- 
prelled  fo  great  a  curiofity  for  know- 
ing what  pa/led  here,  with  refped  to 
the  confcquences  of  the  failure  of  our  expe- 
dition, I  cannot  be  furpri^jd  that,  on  re- 
ceiving the  Enquiry  thereon,  publifhed  by 
authority,  you  Ihould  defire  to  have  f  )me 
further  explanations,  to  clear  up  what  may 
be  ftill  left  obfcure,  or  whereon  to  grorjid 
your  conjed:urcs  of  any  ulterior  procedure 
therein.  V/illing  as  I  am  to  oblige,  and 
at  the  fame  time  not  to  deceive  you,  I 
can  only  affure  you,  that  you  may  depend 
on  nothing  but  the  moft  exaft  truth  in 
any  communication  of  mine,  fo  far   as  I 
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am  capable  of  attaining  or  comprehending 
it.  No  falfhood  of  fad:  or  inference  will 
you  find,  that  may  be  a  reproach  to  my  pro- 
feflion  of  candor,  however  it  may  be  one  to 
my  judgment  or  information  ;  for  neither  of 
which  I  can  pretend  to  anfwer. 

I  need  not  tell  you  with  what  eagernefs 
and  fatisfadtion  the  pubhc  received  his  ma- 
jefty's  jnoft  gracious  declaration  of  his  in- 
tentions, that  a  faithful  enquiry  Ihould  be 
made  into  the  caufes  of  a  failure  of  an  ex- 
pedition, prepared  with  fo  much  oftentation 
of  force,  whilfl  its  deflination  was  kept  fo 
profound  a  fecret,  and  on  which  the  perhaps 
over-raifed  expedlation  of  many  feemed  to 
reft  the  very  ilTue  of  the  war. 

But  though  the  fpecific  place  on  which 
the  ftorm  was  deligned  to  burft  was  not 
known,  at  leaft  to  the  public  here  -,  yet  it 
was  long  enough  beforehand  pretty  clear, 
from  many  indications,  that  whatever  it  WaS, 
it  mull  lie  on  the  weftern  coall  of  France, 
from  Calais  to  Bayonne  inclufively.  This 
foreknowledge  then,  would  doubtlefs  induce 
the  French  to  give  orders  for  guarding,  in 
the  beft  manner  that  could  be,  the  whole 
extent  of  the  threatened  country,  and  each 
particular  place  of  it  liable  to  infult  in  a 
lefTer  or  greater  degree,  according  to  the  ap- 
prehenlions  reafonable  to  be  refpedively 
entertained  for  it. 
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To  fay  the  truth,   Rochefort,   the  very 
place  which,  from  its  fituation,  feemed  the 
lead  to  invite   an  attack,  was  confequently 
the  moft  negleded  by  the  French  in  their 
plan  of  defence,  and  therefore  bid  the  fair- 
eft  for  fuccefs  againft  it,  in  cafe  of  its  being 
pradicable   to    penetrate    with   a   body   of 
troops,  fo  far  as  to  get  before  it ;  whilft  the 
difperlion  of  their  forces,  flationed  either  in 
the  places  judged  more  obvious  to  infult, 
or  within  reach  to  fuccour  them,   fhould 
give  our's  the  fairer  play  for  carrying  it  by 
furprize.     Confidering  hov/ever  its  impor- 
tance, efpecially  in  point  of  its  being  one  of 
the  principal  ports  of  equipment,  implying 
in  courfe  its  containing  docks,  ftores,   arfe- 
nals,  and  (hipping,  the  deftroying  of  which 
would  be  cutting  the  very  finews  of  their 
marine  force,  which  muft  make  it  the  more 
a  national  objedt  for  us  to  attempt ;  it  can- 
not-, reconcileably  to  common  fenfe,  be  ima- 
gined they  would  intirely  leave  it  ocrt  of 
their  general  plan  of  defence.     They  might 
not  indeed  do  all  that  could  have  been  done 
to  put  it  into  a  condition  of  not  fearing  an 
infult,  if  they  had  feared  one  \  but  they  un- 
doubtedly made  fome  difpofitions  againft  a 
contingency,  which,  if  not  probable,  was  not 
however  inipoiTible ;  or,  no  doubt,  the  great 
wifdom  of  our  government  would  not  have 
pitched  upon  it  for  its  objed:. 

Befides, 
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BciidcCj  that  in  all  enterprizes,  efpecially 
meant  fur  bold  ones,  all  the  objcdtions, 
\vhich  it  is  fo  right  to  weigh  and  confider, 
are  not,  for  all  that,  to  be  flighted,  on  fuffi- 
cient  motives  to  out-balance  them 3  amongfl; 
which  not  the  leafl  is  that  axiom  of  marlhal 
Tureiine's  in  war.  That  one  is  not  always  to 
fuppofe  an  enemy  will  do  all  that  he  might 
do.  TheYcint  is  to  weigh  refoluticns  ma^ 
turely;  but  when  taken,  to  execute  them 
with  conflancy  and  intrepidity.  Whether 
then  the  expedition,  now  under  confidera- 
tion,  was  defc(^live  in  the  projedion  or  in  the 
execution,  flood  the  matter  of  a  fair  enquiry. 
But  as  the  decifion  on  the  execution,  by  fuch 
nn  enquiry,  naturally  and  ultimately  in- 
duces the  judgment  to  be  formed  on  the 
]M'ojc(fl:ion  of  the  enterprize,  the  firikue  of 
it  was  not  without  propriety,  made  by  his 
majcfty's  orders,  fpecilically  the  objc«il  of 
cxpiiii  nation.  . 

But  before  I  take  notice  to  you  of  the  re-^ 
port  of  the  commiflioners  on  that  enquiry, 
I  fliall  obferve  to  you  the  flate  of  the  public 
opinion  on  the  difgra(;eful  return  of  fo  pow- 
erful an  armament,  without  effedling  any 
thing  anfwcrable  to  the  hopes  or  defigns  of 
its  outfet. 

The  greater  part  of  the  nation,  with  the 
bed:  of  meanings  to  its  honour  and  interefl, 
in  the  heat  of  its  refentment  for  difappointed 
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cxpeftations,  took  the  readlcrt:  objcds  to 
vent  it  on,  the  commanders  on  this  iinfuc- 
cel'sful  expedition.  Another  part,  and  by  far 
the  lead  numerous  one,  though  equally 
well-meaning,  remounted  higher,  to  the 
plan  of  projedion  itfelf ;  and  d(ji ng  juflice 
to  the  goodncfs  of  its  intentions,  doubted  at 
leaft  of  there  having  been  fufficient  grounds 
of  knowledge  or  information  to  have  war- 
ranted the  undertaking. 

Some,  merely  guided  by  private  attach- 
ments, or  prejudices  in  favour  of  the  pro- 
je(!:tors,  or  at  lead  of  the  principal  promoter 
of  this  attempt,  extolled  it  to  the  flcies,  ^<^-^.^  , j^ 
mired  the  adivity  of  the   new  m-^n~-r,       '      ■ 
that  made  fo  glorious  a  contraft  for  him  to 
■  the  pad  indolence  and  inadion  of  his  pre-^^/^ 
deceflbrs ;  not  without  throwing  out  flirewd 
hints  of  the  envy  of  fome  who  had  cppofed 
his  rife  to  power,  having  been  carried  to 
fuch  treafonable  lengths,  as  fecretly  to  have 
thwarted  and  countermined  his  oi  orations. 
On  the  other  hnnd,  others,  perhaps  influ- 
enced by  confiderations  of  the  like  private 
nature,  by  pique,  prejudice,    or   even  that 
envy  of  which  they  were  accufed,  treated, 
or  affeded  to  treat,  the  whole  plan  as  chi- 
merical, crude,  and  indigefted,  both  in  the 
projedion  and  appointment  of  the  execution, 
from  which  no  better  nor  other  fuccefs  could 
be  expcded  than  what  befel  it  j  that  the 
^  whole 
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whole  of  it  was  the  fcheme  of  a  man,  who 
wanted  to  vahie  himfelf  upon  what  he  did 
not  Linderfland,  and  rather  than  do  nothing, 
with  which  he  had  io  often  reproached  others, 
would  do  foniething  that,  he  could  have  no 
jult  reafon  to  imagine,  would  not  be  infinitely 
worie  than  nothing.  For  which  of  thefe  two 
opinions  was  the  IcaH:  unjufl,  I  not  only  refer 
you  to  the  fiid:s  and  teftimonials  that  appear 
in  the  courfe  of  the  enquiry,  but  to  that 
knowledge  of  the  local  pofidon  of  things, 
where  the  attack  was  levelled,  which  you 
either  have,  or  may  fo  eafdy  come  at. 

It  h  alfo  not  unworthy  oi  remark  to  you, 
and  what  you  will  eafily  believe,  that  the 
loudefl  declaimers  againfl  the  commanders 
of  the  expedition  on  their  return,  for  their 
tcndcrnefs  to  their  p^rfons,  their  declining  of 
danger,  and  the  timidity  of  their  councils; 
were  to  be  found  precifely  among  the  rankefl 
cowards,  or  at  leafl  the  moil  rcafonahly  to  be 
fufpcded  fuch.     You  might  have  heard  in 
coifcc-houfes,  public  afTemWies,  not  exclud- 
ing the  higheft  perfons,  who  had  never  {ggh 
the  face  of  danger,  nor  inoil  probably  ever 
defired  to  fee  it,  the  fiercefl  in  the  condemna- 
tion of  the  gentlemen  employed j  ridiculous 
and  contemptible  however  as  this  divifion  of 
judges  maybe,  they  are  always  too  numerous, 
and  ferve  to  fill  the  cry.    On  the  other  hand, 
the  mod  truly  brave  and  noble,  who  ever 
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judge  the  beft,  were  not  afliamcd  to  own, 
they  thought  the  non-proteftation  and  con- 
currence of  a  Hawke,  a  Knowles,  and  a 
Broderick,  (to  fay  nothing  of  the  military 
officers,  as  being  with  equally  unattainted 
charadlers  more  perfonally  however  con- 
cerned) were  a  great  prejudice  in  favour  of 
the  refolution  of  returning,  on  taking  it  for 
granted  that  nothing  could  be  done. 

I  fliall  here  fay  nothing  to  you  of  thofe 
over-refined  politicians,  who  pretend  to  dif- 
cover  in  the  combination  of  conjunctures,  a 
tendernefs  for  H~n~r,  or  at  leaft  a  con- 
nexion  with  the  convention  of  Stade,  which 
might  either  occafion  an  armament  to  be 
fent  out,  by  way  of  amufement,  or  an  enter- 
prife,  where  it  was  forc-kncwn  nothingcould 
be  done  that  might  too  much  exalpcrate 
Frafice  to  reprifals  onH-7-r,  or  an  intimation 
to  be  properly  given,  that  nothing  bcino  done, 
would  not  be  the  mod'  difpleafin<?  thin:^  ima- 
ginable.  Such  conjc<i:l:urcs,  however  coun- 
tenanced by  the  illiic  itielf,  or  by  lortuitous 
circumflances,  cannot  be  penetrated,  at  Icalt 
by  the  public  ;  and,  without  proof,  it  is  moll: 
certainly  not  only  unfair,  but  even  trealon- 
able  to  inlinuate  them.  • 

In  one  point  however  all  ranks  of  people 
united,  and  that  was  a  general  dillatisfac^lion, 
at  this  enterprite  having  either  been  fo weakly' 
projed:ed,  as  not  to  futfer  even  an  attempt  to 
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.    >    or  .t  the  defea  of  the  execution- 
execute  It,  oi  a^  J      fomewhete, 

kfclf-,  it  IS  P^^"yJ,'jXtheafcertainment    ■ 

'f  r:Si   -fjoV  imputed  for  a 
of,  where  .he  bum  ^^^^^  ^.j^^  ,„_ 

.nifcarrlnge.  ^l^'^.'^' "°y°aed  by  the  great 
terefts  6f  t^.^.  "^^'"'^^..•^p^f  S  this  occafion 

c5--S=  '°  f ^;t  of  our  Lemies,  and  indeed 
gave  in  the  eyeb  m  -^-.cule  to  our  arms 

an  influence  over  the  °^''"     beginning  the 

porations  of  the  1-"?^°"^;  ^  ^^^      proba- 
tion for  an  enqu.y.vvh^f_     H^^^^ 

bly  have  been  ""'^^(^^'-Jy  Extraordinary,  but   . 

this  a  ftop  was  put  by  ^n  ^  ^f  affurance 
moft  gracious  F^^entrv^^^^^^^^  S  ^^.^^^  ^^  ^^j^. 
from  the  th^on«'.'''=''T'  thLe  was  no  occa- 
fecretary,  'n^P?''""^V,,Vd  for  fuch  a  mea- 

Many  ^^."'^.^'"'"  '  j',  court's  being pleafcd 
of  condelceufion   m  h^  ^  ^    ^,,,,m\nz  .n  a 

to  take  '^■'^f^tlevn  preventing  thofe  dc- 
citv-aftmWy,  and  ^^^  h  ,•  ],ich  would 
fires,  the  formal  "^'^P^f  :^^^;,nts  delibcra- 
probably  have  been  the  i  v  u  ^  ^^^i^,. 

Ion.    Some,  '"f^^J>£'°„  nterference  in 
irreoular,  and  that  fucti  an        ...        ^^^^ 
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tnattcif  illy  under  confideratioti,  could  not 
on  any  pretext  whatever,  be  cither  accep-* 
table,  or  ftridtly  confirmable  to  privilege* 
But,  waving  that  queftion  as  foreign  to  my 
prefent  purpofe,  1  fhall  go  on  to  ob&rvc^ 
that  the  promifed  enquiry  was  fet  on  foots 
in  manner  and  forifi,  as  you  will  have  feen 
by  the  account  publifhed  by  authority. 

You  will  naturally  too  have  concluded 
that  the  three  great  perfonages  appointed  for 
the  examination  of  fo  important  a  matter,  on 
fo  folemn  ap  occafion,  as  giving  the  nation 
at  lead  a  preparatory  fatisfadtion,  were  fuch 
as  were  at  the  head  of  the  military  profef* 
(ion,  confummated  in  the  art  of  warj  and 
had  feen  a  great  deal  of  fervice,  or  at  lead 
enough  of  it  to  give  abundant  weight  to 
their  deciiion.  In  fo  concluding^  you  Will 
have  been  in  the  right ;  to  nohe  is  it  un** 
known,  how  much  they  were  fo. 

Yet,  however  authoritatively,  beyond  di£»  c^. 
pute  warranted  this  board  of  enquiry  WaS| 
as  no  accufation  was  formed,  no  charge  laid  % 
the  commander  of  the  expedition^  whom  the 
enquiry  principally  afTedied^  thought  himfelf 
at  liberty  to  call  it,  *^ ^ proceeding  not  quiti 
^  common''  (Enq*  p.  59.)  To  fay  the truthi 
I  am  not  lawyer,  or  verfed  enough  in  thd 
courfe  of  pradice  on  the  like  occaiions,  to 
determine  whether  he  was  in  the  right  or 
wrong  for  making  fuch  an  otje^on.     Nel- 
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t 

ther  do  I  pretend  to  give  a  proper  name  to 
the  procedure  founded  upon  the  royal  war- 
rant :  it  has  indeed  the  air  of  a  military  iw- 
quc(t,  proceeded  upon  by  a  grand-jury  of 
general  officers.  But  even  before  a  grand- 
jury,  there  muft  be  a  byi,  with  fpecification 
of  the  party  charged,  found  for  a  return  of 
Ignoramus  or  Billa  vera ;  and  furcly  a  trial  it 
could  lefs  be  called,  as  there  was  neither  ar*- 
raignrifent  of  party,  nor  fentencc,  nor  any 
thing  but  a  bare  opinion  paffed,  which  has 
nothing  of  judicial  in  it,  however  greatly  in- 
llrudive  it  may  be;  of  which  more  hereafter. 

Should,  however,  the  refult  of  this  enquiry 
operate  in  the  nature  of  ^Billa  veraofsi  grand- 
jury,  vvithout  the  formality  of  a  particular 
charge  having  been  included  in  it;  certain  it 
is,  that  thou^  the  commander  of  the  expe- 
dition ought  to,  and  probably  does  wifh  for 
nothing  fo  ardently,  as  a  regular  trial  proceed- 
ing upon  the  foundation  of  the  report ;  he 
will,  however,  be  under  this  difadvantage,  that 
he  will  have  had  twice  to  anfwer  one  and  the 
fame  matter:  and,  that  his  defence  will  have 
been  ftaled  by  fuch  apre-examination, 

Now,  I  doubt  not.  Sir,  but  you  will  have 
perufcd  the  Enquiry  with  all  that  candor  and 
impartiality  wh  ich  alone  can  give  you  a  right 
to  judge  of  it;  and  it  is  in  that  confidence 
fnrely  that  I  offer  you  fuch  remarks  as  have 
occurred  to  me  on  it. 
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It  cannot  in  the  firft  pi  ace  have  eicaped  you 
that  all  the  officers  of  land  or  fea,   whettier 
witneffes  or  within  the  contingency  of  being 
parties  either  to  a  future  charge,  or  to  the 
blame  only,  unanimoufly  agreed  on  fupport- 
ing  the  expediency  of  returning  without  fur- 
ther attempt.  Not  one  of  them  give  fo  much 
as  the  Icaftreafon  to  imagine  there  could  have 
been  any  thing  done  againft  Rochefort,  cir- 
cumftanced  as  things  were,  except  indeed 
fomcthingof  a  tendency  to fuch  an  infiriuatioii 
may  bc^j/^<?r^^fromtlie  examination  of  col.  fYTTy^'/Ai 
W— CI—  on  whom  it  was  more  immediately  jf'^  ^ 
a  perfonal  incumbence,  to  fupport  the  honor 
which  the  information  he  had  given  in,  of 
the  ftate  of  Rochefort  at  the  time  he  faw  it, 
that  is  to  fay,  three  years  before  the  expedi- 
tion took  place,  had  met  v/ith,  in  that  the're- 
folution  of  having  that  place  attacked  ieem& 
to  have  been  principally  founded  upon  it. 

But  before  I  enter  upon  a  difcuflion  of  the 
motives  for  or  againft  attempting  a  defcent,  it 
may  not  be  fuperfluous  to  ftate  to  you  fome 
material  differences  between  the  accounts 
given  in  or  believed  here,  and  thofe  which 
were  circulated  in  Holland  and  other  neutral 
parts  of  the  continent. 

You  will  fee,  efpccially(Enq.p.  69.)  in  the 
Memorial  of  the  adlual  force  in  Frauce  by 
land,  &c.  the  fum  of  its  regular  troops  to  be 
under  two  hundred  thoufand :   and  there 
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feerps  at  leaft  to  be  fome  exadtnefs  in  the 
calcvilation,  as  well  as  in  the  account  of  their  > 
deflination,  I  api  far  then  from  calling  thQ . 
truth  of  this  acgoijnt  in  quefdon  ;  but  fo 
much  is  certain, that  the  French  Hing  is  more 
generally  judged  to  have  upwards  of  three 
Jiundred  thoufand  tegulars  in  pay  :  and  if 
this  laft  ftate  of  his  force  is  exaggerated,  at 
leaft,  it  is  very  caly  to  know  whether  it  is 
fg  or  not.  The  military  lifts  are  in  France 
^open  enough  to  examination,  not  to  make  \\ 
inexcufable  the  taking  any  falfe  nieafur^s  by 
any  mifreprefentaiion  of  th^m,  ^,  ^. 

As  to  the  militia,  ^nd  ^fpecially  the  guar-?  _ 
dec6tes,  as  they  are  called,  ftationed  along 
tl>e  weftern  coaft  froni  Calais  to  Bayonn^ 
inclufive^  you  may  have  known  it  currently 
received  here,  that  there  were  not  above  thirty 
thoufand  men  fpread  along  that  yaft  extent 
pf  country,  which  muft  butthinly  indeed Une  . 
the  cpaft  of  it.     Whereas  it  is  much  more 
near  to  probability,  if  not  to  trpth,  v^hat  not 
alone  the  French  themfelves  give  out,  but , 
what  many  others  acauainted  with  the  ftate; 
of  that  country  aver,  tnat  there  are  above  one  ' 
hundred  thoufand  militia  men  kept  up  in  con- 
ftant  training,  and  have  been  fo  eVer  fince  the; 
year  1686,  now  about  feventy-one  years,  fpe- 
jcifically  along  the  weftern  coaft.  The  reafons 
^00  for  keeping  up  fuch  a  militia  ^re  obvious  \ 

being. 
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being defigned  not  only  as  an  occafional  guard 
againft  any  invafion,  but  as  a  nurfcry  of  fol- 
diers  ever  ready  to  recruit  their  armies ;  the 
draughts  for  which  fervice  are  immediately 
replaced  by  the  generalities,  according  to  a 
fettled  repartition,  which  is  feverely  obferved* 

I  have  the  more  inMed  on  this  article  of 
the  militia,  becaufe  it  feems  contradided  by 
a  paragraph  in  colonel  C1-- s  letter  (Enq.  p.  J/ 
67)  in  which  are  the  following  very  remark- 
able words  : 

"  By  the  expedition  to  Port  L'Orient  in 
**  1746,  it  appeared  to  me,  that  the  country- 
**  people  in  arms  are  very  little  better  than 
**  our  own  j  and  that  an  officer  who  pojfejfei 
**himfclf,  might  march  fafcly  from  one 
**  end  of  a  province  to  another,  with  only 
"  £ivc  companies  of  grenadiers,  where  there 
*'  are  no  regular  troops.  They  imagine  at 
**  firft,  that  they  can  fight,  and  their  inten- 
'*  tions  are  good,  till  it  comes  to  the  point, 
"  when  everybody  gives  way  aimoft  before 
**  the  firing  of  a  platoon."  ,..,/,.  ,rr.,  ,.n   . 

Now,  whether  that  gendeman  means  by 
country  people  in  arms,  only  a  fudden  colledti- 
tious  rabble  of  peafants,  or  the  militia  of  the 
country,  1  cannot  poflibly  think  them  in  either 
of  thefe  conftrudlions  even  fo  good  as  ours. 
In  bravery  I  am  fure,  the  common  country- 
people  of  England  are  at  leaft,  equal  to  the 
f^me  claf^amoogft  the  French,  and  in  bodily 
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ftrength  greatly  their  fuperiors;  anddlfciplinc 
is  here  out  of  the  queftion  :  fo  that  I  grant 
him  towards  his  argument  for  placing  tho 
French  in  a  d^ipicable  light,  even  more  than 
he  aiks.  Nor  am  I  m  the  leaft  in  this  par- 
tial to  my  own  couBtrymen  j  and  furely  no 
Englifli  officer  can,  with  a  very  good  grace, 
fuppofe  his  countrymen,  efpecially  the  irre- 
gulars of  it,  inferior  to  the  French  ones  j  if 
hebutrccollcds,that  our  regulars  have  within 
thelc  few  years  flood  in  no  very  advantageous 
li-ht  of  comparifon  with  our  irregulars,  ei- 
x\)<dt  within  the  prceindis  of  thisifland,  or  in 
America.  The  naming  of  Port  L'Orient 
ibenis  too  a  litde  mifplaced^  for  I  do  not  re- 
niemher  that  we  made  a  very  capital  figure 
in  thac  fame  expedition  of  ours  againil  it  in 
i746.  I  do  not  know  what  proofs  of  cowar- 
d'tce,  oncoming  to  the  point,  the  French 
country  people  in  arms  then  fhewed ;  but  this 
I  know,  our  regulars  gave  incontelttble  ones 
of  their  expedition  at  getting  on  board  their 
fhips  again.  There  were  fcurvy  reports  at 
that  time  propagated,  of  their  having  taken 
rather  too  fudden  a  panic  ;  but  may  be  they 
were  falfe  ones  raifcd  by  the  French,  though 
never  fufficiently  contradicted  there.  -.  ■  > 
.  As  the  above  quoted  paragraph,  however, 
tended  to  corroborate  the  recommendation  of 
an  attempt  to  fiirprifc  Rochefort,  by  (hewing, 
tiiere  was  no  material  oppoiition  to  be  feared 
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from  the- militia,  or  the  country  people  in  arms, 
you  will  not  think  it  befide  the  purpofe,  my 
having  giTen  youthccontradiiSory  idea  others 
have  entertained  of  that  point.  I  do  not 
pretend  to  fay  which  is  the  trueft;  but  I  dare 
fwear  you  will  not  hefitate  upon  pronouncing 
which  is  the  moft  probable.  '  •    '  '- 

£ut  grantiug  that  the  militia  was  no  fuch 
m vincible  obftacle  to  fuch  a  fine  body  of  re- 
gular troops,  on  the  fuppofing  thefe  landed, 
and  on  their  march  towards  Rochcfort  j  and 
that  it  would  not  have  ftood  a  bru(h  at  their 
approach,  how  many  eflentials  remained  to 
be  indifpenfibly  confidered  ?  which  never 
were  fo,  becaufe  they  were  not  even  known, 
before  Rochefort  could  be,  with  any  (hadow 
of  reafon,  prefomed  poffible  to  be  carried  by 
a  coup-de-mainy  if  I  underftand  that  expref- 
iion  right. 

Definitions,  it  isfaid,  inlaw  are  dangerous  j 
but  in  common  fenfe  I  am  furc,  they  are  ab- 
folutely  neceflary.  I  prefume  then,  a  coup- 
de-main  is  a  French  term  for  what  in  plain 
English  I  fhould  call  a  fadden  exploit  of 
arms,  or  ftroke  of  war;  the  fuccefs  of  which 
generally  depends  on  the  furprife  and  con- 
fternation  of  the  parties  aflailed,  and  the  im- 
petuofity  of  the  affailants.  I  do  not,  however, 
pretend  to  give  this  Englifh  tranllation  of 
mine  for  a  juft  one ;  but  of  this,  I  am  fure,  the 
French  cxpreffion,  confidcring  the  ide9  it  is 
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meant  to  convey,  is  a  very  vague  and  deficient 
one  }  as  according  to  the  ilrid:  import  of  the 
words,  there  is  hardly  an  adtion  in  war  but 
what  may  come  under  that  denomination. 
But  not  to  chicane  terms  farther  where  the 
idea  feems  to  be  fufEciently  fettled,  you  will 
cafily  fee,  in  the  Enquiry,  that  the  time  con- 
fidered  between  the  fleet's  appearance  on  the 
coaft,  that  is  to  fay,  the  20th,  when  the  objedt 
of  its  miffion  became  patent,  and  the  council 
of  war  held  the  25th,  that  furprifc  which  is 
one  good  half  of  the  conftitutive  of  a  coup-de^ 
maifty  mufl  have  abfolutely  ceafed,  and  been 
out  of  the  queftion.  Unlefs,  indeed,  you  can 
fuppofe,  that  after  having  fo  long  known  the 
general  dedinadon  of  the  armament  againfl 
the  French  coaft,  that  people  had  fallen  into 
a  profound  deep,  or  would  ftand  with  their 
bands  folded,  and  omit  all   difpofitions  for 
receiving,  as  the  cafe  required,  fuch  a  vifit. 
As  I  fmcerely  believe,  not  3Jy  Col.  CI— 's 
account  to  be  exadly  juft,  to  tne  beftof  his 
knowledge  and  appreheniion,  andconforma- 
ble  to  the  truth  of  things;  nay,  that  no  mate- 
rial alterations  had  been  made  in  the  works^ 
for  defending  Rochefort  itfelf,  fince  the  time 
he  faw  them  in  1745  ;  fomuft  it  be  full  as 
evident  to  any  officer  or  engineer,  who  con- 
iiders  his  defcription,  joined  with  the  ne- 
cefiity  of  taking  preliminarily  the  fort  of 
Fouras  ei^ecially,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
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(of  which  colonel  CI—-,  could  for  very  good 
reafons  give  no  account  at  all;)  that  fe\V 
places  on  the  globe  could  more  fafely  dciy  a 
ludden  infult  than  Rochefort. 

A  numerous  militia,  a  ready  fupply  from 
neighboring  garrifons,  on  the  appearance  of 
a  fleet,  the  neceflity  of  fo  much  time  to  ht 
confumed  in  a  debarkation,  at  fo  great  a  di- 
ftance  as  Chatelaillon-bay,  and  that  under 
every  difadvantage  imaginable  ;  or  the  im- 
poffibiHty  of  landing  nearer,  without  taking 
the  fort  of  Fouras,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cha-  ' 
rente,  are  all  fuch  ghriTig  r^mor^s ^th^t  before 
a  body  of  troops  could  hopfe  to  penetrate  be- 
fore  Rochefort  itfelf, -that  town,   with    no 
more  woi-k'J  than  defcribeti  by  colonel  C — ,  G'-*^"^* 
might  with  infinite  cafe,   be  put 'into  a  con-  •• 
dition  of  laughing  at  ftlmoft  any  number  of 
troops   that  fliould  appear  before  it  ;  efpe- 
cially  unprovided  with  (lores   and  materials 
for  a  regular  affiUlt,  into  which  the  attempt   ' 
to  furprifc  it,  rrtuft  have  been  in  courfe  con- 
verted.    As  much  as  it  is  a  rule  in  war,  not 
to  fuppofe  that  an  enemy  will  think  of  every 
thing  that  might  guard  againfl  an  attack,  as     ' 
little  can  it  be  one^  to  fuppofe  that  he  will     ' 
think  of  nothing.     And  furely  a  fupplement 
of  the  deficiencies  in  the  works  for  defence,    "'' 
that   need    not  take  up    four    and  twenty' 
hours  labour,  could  not  well  be  imagined 
to  have  been  omitted.      No  wonder  that 
die   French  have  fince  given  out,  that  if 
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they  could  have  Ipecifically  named  the  place 
for  th'j  Eni;lilh  to  have  pointed  their  attack 
nt,  ii  (hould  have  been  Rochefort.  If  you 
would  believe  them  too,  or  if  you  will  but 
believe  the  luggeftion  of  common  fenfe,  no- 
thing cuuld  be  more  grolsly  falle,  than  the 
rep>>ttb  w:Jch  prevailed  hereof  their  being  fo 
panic  (Icuck,  widi  the  preparations  of  our  tre- 
mendous armament,  as  they  were  reprefent- 
ed.  Nuijibers  indeed,  of  flunilies,  either  re- 
tired from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fhorc, 
or,  iccuied  (ihofe  who  had  any)  their  eftecfts, 
b>  lending  them  up  the  country  j  but  nothing 
more  :  for  the  reft,  all  the  difpofitions  were 
made  with  the  utmoft  phlegm  and  tranquillity. 
The  militia  was  raifed,  the  regular  troops 
flutioued,  in  icid.nefs  to  carry  their  affiftancc 
where  needful.  And  what  in  all  this  is  either 
impr')bable,  or  rather  not  impoflible,  but  to 
Jiavc  befpoke  ?  Such  a  handful  of  men  as  our 
tfoDps  of  invafion  were  notorioufly  known  to 
confift  of,  could  alarm  for  nothing  more  than 
for  (ome  fudden  iiflault,  or  tranfient  ravage  of 
one  of  their  iea- ports  along  the  coaft  j  and  for 
tlieir  mt)fl:  capital  ones,  or  fuch  as  were  the 
only  ones  worth  attempting,  they  had  little 
o'  -lothirv  5  0  dread,  fiom  their  being  inaccef- 
fib'-c  •oou!  Cmyb;  and  fuiely  for  Rochefort,  lead 
o-  all,  liULue  up  a  river,  unnavigable  for  vef- 
k:s  of  buithen,  and  where  there  is  even  no 
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landing-place    near  it  for  troops  under  the 
cover  or  cannon. 

(Enq.  p.  20.)  You  will  fee  that  this  very 
mealure  was,  'tis  very  likely,  greatly  defired 
and  prefTed  by  his  R.  H.  the  duke,  as  well  as 
the  king  of  Prufiia,  in  tlie  hopes  ot  iti)  making 
a  powerful  diverlion  in  their  favour.  Too 
great  a  complaifance  then,  could  not  well  be 
paid  to  *'^eir  reprefentations,  and  fuch  a  mca- 
fure,  had  it  had  no  other  motive  than  con- 
defcenfion  to  their  requeft,  could  not  but  be 
a  laudable  one.  No  lefs  was  owing  to  a 
prince  of  our  own  country,  actually  engaged 
wi'-h  our  enemy  on  the  continent,  and  to  a 
king,  whofe  entertainment  of  the  French 
forces,  has  been  fo  ferviceable  to  our  caufe. 
But  furely  they  mull:  have  meant  another 
fort  of  diverfion,  both  in  point  of  power  and 
object,  than  Rochefort,  or  mufi:  have  but  im- 
perfectly known  the  fit  nation  and  natural 
flrcngth  of  that  place.  It  is  not  furely  ima- 
ginable, that  eight  or  ten  thoufand  men  de- 
figned  againft  a  coaft,  neither  unprovided 
with  regulars  nor  militia,  to  fay  nothing  of 
the  fortitied  places  with  which  it  is  every 
where  lined,  could  frighten  the  French  court 
into  the  recalling  a  fingle  file  of  muiqucteers 
from  Germany  :  that  they  could  but  do,  in 
cafe  of  expeding  the  invafion  of  an  army 
fufficient  to  attempt  the  conqueil:  of,  or  at 
leafl  a  material  penetration  into  the  lieart  of 
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their  country.     Such  a  plan  required  another 

fort  T'f  [ucparaiion  than  we  maue  tor  a  mere 
coup  de-main.  The  laying  of  Schomberg, 
who  h.  d  no  fort  of  reaioii  to  love  the  French, 
and  was  one  of  king  William's  btfl  generals, 
is  well  known,  viz.  *'  That  aitacking  France 
"  in  i  lance,  was  taking  a  bull  bv  the 
*•  horns  j"  alliKing  to  the  excellent  ifortifi- 
cati  n^  wiih  which  it  is  every  where  pro- 
V  ded,  and  which  are  at  once  its  defence 
agaird  foreign  invafion,  and  its  tyrannical 
flrOiig-holdb  for  perpetuating  domeftic  Have- 
ry  :  an  advantage  which  Britain  would  not 
wiOi  to  buy  at  fo  dear  a  rate,  nor,  thank  God, 
has  an\  occ  fion  for,  wiiiift  its  natural  bulwark 
of  a  I'ipe'ior  navy  fubfifts. 

V  ci  r  Am  d. -IS  of  --avoy,  whofe  juft  jea- 
loi^fy  of  Ficnch  ambition  no  ties  of  alliance 
could  (lifrn-ate,  and  was  certainly  neither  a 
coward  nor  a  bad  politician,  on  being  urged 
to  make  an  irruption  into  France,  conllantly 
anfwered,  "  That  he  knew  a  thoufand  ways 
**  int(i  France,  but  did  not  know  one  out  of 
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Can  tlic  commander  of  the  expedition 
then,  wlio  was  at  once  intruded  with  the 
fuccefs  of  it,  and  the  li\es  of  fo  many  of 
his  gallant  countrymen,  incur  fo  much  as 
the  Ihadow  of  blame,  for  making  a  point 
of  prcvionfly  taking  the  fort  of  Fouras,  by 
way  of  fccuring  a  retreat,  when  the  hopes 
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of  taking  Rocheiort  by  furpiize  were  al- 
ready palpably  cut  off?  Where  the  open 
conqueft  indeed  of  a  country  has  been  in- 
tended, a  commander  has,  in  order  to  take 
from  his  troops  all  hopes  of  retreat,  burnt 
the  (hips  that  brought  them,  from  which 
they  were  to  know,  that  there  was  no  alter- 
native for  them  but  death  or  conquell:.  But 
this  bold  meafure  always  fuppofed  in  the 
commander  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
country  he  was  attempting,  and  of  the  dan- 
gers he  was  to  encounter;  whereas,  in  this 
cafe,  the  flate  of  the  place  to  be  attacked  is 
not,  even  to  this  hour,  known  here,  with 
any  fort  of  precifion  fufficient  to  ground  a 
plan  of  operation  upon  it. 

To  have  landed  them,  and  without  fc- 
curing  fort  Fouras,  to  have  marched  on  to 
Rochefort,  without  the  lead  intelligence  of 
what  dilpofitions  were  there  made  to  receive 
them,  or  on  fuch  a  mad  prefamption  as 
that  of  their  having  been  intirely  neglcded, 
would  not  have  argued  true  courage,  or 
even  merited  fo  honourable  an  appellation 
as  that  of  ralhnefs,  which  is  often  in  mili- 
tary exploits  crowned  by  fuccel): ;  but  of 
fuch  grols  ftupidity  and  ignorance  of  duty, 
as  no  general,  that  deferved  the  name  of  one, 
could  have  been  guilty  of  it. 

Fouras  then  was  undoubtedly  to  be  taken, 
before  the  rcdudion  of  Rochefort  couicl  be 
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attempted.  But  how?  "  Ay,  that  Is  the 
2ry  *'  qLicilion."  Difficulties  invincible  appeared, 
^'-»/<*^„/>x''"nieich'^  from  its  fituation,  againft  carrying 
V-  "^^-  even  that  paultry  hen-coop.  A  lingle  fhip, 
laying  againft  it,  virould  probably  have  bat- 
tered it  to  tlie  ground  in  a  few  hours  j  but 
even  a  frigate  could  not  be  got  up  within 
gun-fliot  of  it  {Enq.  p.  32).  The  pilot 
Thierry  engaged,  indeed,  to  pilot  a  Ihip 
within  a  qr.aiter  of  a  mile  of  it;  but  it  does 
not  appciu*  that  he  was  capable  of  perform- 
ing: that  enc^asiement.  The  Barfleur,  which 
drew  two  foot  water  lefs  than  the  Magna- 
nime  (the  (liip  which  he  delired  for  that 
purpofe,  and  which  was  refufed  him,  on  the 
account  of  the  damage  it  had  recently  fuf- 
tained),  was  on  ground  where  flie  lay,  be- 
tween jour  and^w  miles  diftance  from  the 
fliore.  Even  a  bombketch  {Fjiq.  p.  44), 
that  drew  but  eleven  feet  of  water,  ran  a- 
ground  at  a  greater  diftance  from  Fouras 
than  the  bombardier  could  throw  the  fliells, 
with  the  greateft  requifite  of  powder,  at  an 
elevation  of  forty- rive  degrees,  that  is  to 
fav,  above  two  miles  and  two  thirds.  Jn 
the  mean  time,  you  will  obferve,  the  French 
gave  them  one  proof  of  their  being  neither 
ailcep,  nnr  frightened  out  of  their  fcnfcsj 
lince,  whil't  the  homb-kctchwas  aihorc,  tlicy 
detached  two  large  row-boats  with  two 
pieces  of  heavy  cannon  in  their  prow,   atul 
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full  of  men  each,  to  attack  the  ketch,  in 
the  face  of  the  whole  fleet;  and  would 
probably  have  carried  her  too,  it  the  vice- 
admiral  Knowles  had  not  efteduiilly  inter- 
pofed,  by  making  a  fignal  immediately  for 
all  the  boats  of  the  fleet  to  fpeed  to  her 
refcue,  himfelf  going  on  board  ihe  Coventry- 
frigate,  to  drive  away  the  row-boats ;  in 
which  time  he  ran  a-ground,  coniiderably 
within  the  fpace  of  an  hour,  live  times,  and 
at  a  greater  difl:ance  from  the  fliore  than  the 
bomb -ketch.  ' 

This  however  may  fliew  you,  that  Fouras 
was  unexpugnable  by  our  fliipping.  And 
here  it  is  prefumeable,  that  the  pilot  Thier- 
ry, who  had  engaged  for  bringing  tlie  Mag- 
nanime,  which  drew  (as  before  obferved) 
two  foot  water  more  than  the  Barfleur,  muft 
have  acknowledged  his  miftakcj  for  it  c?n 
hardly  be  fuppoled  that  he  would  refufe  un- 
dertaking to  pilot  the  (hip  fubftituted  on  fuch 
good  reafons.  He  was  not,  you  will  remark, 
examined  before  the  board,  being,  it  feems, 
abfent,  as  well  as  Sir  Edward  Hawke. 

It  appears  too,  by  the  Enquiry,  that  even 
after  the  council  of  war  of  the  25ih  of  Sep- 
tember, in  which  it  was  unanimctijly  agreed, 
that  the  redudlion  of  Rochefort  was,  in  the 
adual  pofition  of  things,  neither  advi feahle 
or  praBicable^  both  the  land  and  leu  ccm- 
manders  were  highly  unwilling  to  give  over 
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all  thoughts  of  landing,  and  attempting  at 
leaft  to  do  fomething.  Some  probability  of 
fucceis  in  attacking  Fouras  dawning  to  them, 
in  frefh  information  that  came  in  to  them 
by  their  prifoners,  they  greedily  feized  it. 
The  coming  on  the  back  of  it,  by  landing 
forces  in  Chatelaillon-bay,  carried  with  it  at 
£rft  an  air  of  temptation.  Nothing  feemed 
more  eafy,  more  inviting,  or  more  fafe, 
than  a  fine  beach,  accefiible  to  boats ;  not  a 
man  to  be  feen  on  the  fhore,  no  batteries  to 
annoy  a  landing  on  it :  for  a  few  guns,  en 
harbettt\  on  Chatclaillon-point,  that  could 
not  reach  it,  are  fcarce  worth  mentioning. 
This  fpot,  though  at  fo  much  greater  a 
diftance  from  Rochefort,  yet  as  it  feemed 
to  give  fome  chance  for  an  attack  by  land 
on  Fouras,  induced  the  land  and  fea  officers 
in  chief  command  to  think  of  putting  the 
forces  afliore  there. 

Here  it  plainly  appears,  by  the  Enquiry, 
that  they  were  fo  far  from  being  defirous  of 
returning  without  attempting  a  defccnt,  that 
they  icized  the  firfl  overture  of  one,  without 
even  a  due  regard  to  the  mofl:  obvious  rules 
of  war,  and  I  might  not  unjuftly  add,  of 
common  fenfe.  For,  according  to  all  ac- 
connt'-;,  this  beach  was  furrounded  by  fand- 
hills,  confidcrably  within  lefs  than  mufket- 
lliot  of  the  water-edge,  by  which  any 
number  of  men  might  have  been  con- 
cealed 
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cealedi  with  the  utmoil  fafety  from  the  caiv 
non  of  the  (hips,  till  the  inftant  of  Tallying 
fhould  offer  for  taking  advantages  of  the 
troops  in  their  landing. 

This  too  was  a  circumflance  in  which  the 
night  would  but  be  the  more  favorable  to  the 
enemies ;  in  the  confuiion  they  muft  fo  rea- 
fonably  hope  to  find  troops  fetting  foot  on  an 
.unknown  fhore,  thcmfelves  not  only  being  at 
home,  with  a  firm  footing  on  dry  land,  but 
in  cafe  of  a  fuperior  repulfe,  being  allured  of 
an  eafy  retreat.  If  it  fhould  be  faid,  that  the 
exiftence  of  troops  behind  thofe  fand-hills  is 
only  a  gratuitous  fuppofition,  a  mere  begging 
of  the  queflion ;  let  any  one  who  knows  any 
thing  of  the  matter,  but  aik  himfelf,  whether 
any  general  could  poflibly  not  take  it  for 
granted,  that  there  mufl  be  forces  at  liand, 
even  without  the  inform4tion  of  prifoners  ? 
Would  any  man  in  his  fcnfes,  that  knew  in 
the  leafl  what  France  or  War  was,  allow  him- 
felf to  doubt  of  there  being  troops  in  that 
country,  alarmed  and  forewarned  as  it  had 
been  ?  The  motions  then  of  our  fleet  being 
watched)  as  they  naturally  mufl  have  been, 
nothing  on  earth  could  offcr  a  more  favorable 
mafk  to  the  numbers  the  French  would  have 
to  oppofe  a  defcentjthan  thofe  fand-hills.  As 
nothing  need  to  be  furer  too  than  that  fuch 
forces  they  had  in  readinefsj  fo  it  was  equally 
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fure,  that  (t  was  their  game  to  Conceal  them, 
till  the  madnefs  of  a  defcent  fhould  afford 
them  a  cheap  market  of  us,  when  not  the 
greateft.  courage  could  have  flood  the  lead 
chance  againft  fuch  obvious  and  unfair  ad- 
vantage.  . 

But  this  was  not  all.  When  from  an  ea- 
gernefs  pardonable  only  to  that  courage  which 
does  not  (land  upon  weighing  of  obflacles, 
and  to  that  juft  fpirit  of  theirs  for  ferving 
their  country  at  aU  events,  this  landing  was 
refolved  on ;  when  even  one  divifion  of  the 
troops  was  already  in  the  boats  prepared  to 
carry  them  to  land,  you  will  find  a  new  and 
infuperable  difficulty  flarted.  It  appeared, 
that  it  was  not  pofTible  to  carry  above  two 
thouiapd  men  at  a  time  to  the  landing-place. 
There  were  they  to  remain  fix  hours,  ex- 
pofed  to  the  whole  force  of  an  enemy,  that 
could  not  well  be  fuppofed  to  be  dead  afleep, 
or  inienfible  of  fuch  an  advantage,  before 
they  could  pofRbly  be  reinforced  by  a  fecond 
debarkation.  Then  it  was  that  the  com- 
manders opened  their  eyes  at  length,  on  the 
folly  of  fuch  an  attempt,  which  had  been 
fhut  by  the  falfe  fhame  only  of  doing  nothing, 
where  nothing  was  to  be  done:  then  it  was 
they  returned  to  the  mofl  fenfible  refolution 
they  had  yet  taken,  that  of  the  council  of 
the  25th,  of  giving  over  what,  for  ib  many 

clear 


!  r 


ti  i 


[      29      ] 

clear  reafons,  had  fo  much  better  never  have 
been  undertaken. 

I  do   not  afk  you  to  fuffer  your  judg- 
ment to  be  influenced  by  merely  the  names 
of  the  gentlemen  who  fubfcribed  to  that  con- 
fultation   of  the  2  5th,  though  I  firmly  be- 
lieve they  do  not   yield  in  point  of  bravery 
even  to  the  foremoft  of  thofe   who  have 
blamed  their  refolution  for  returning.     No! 
only  weigh  but  their  reafons,  and  the  exa^ 
mination  previous  to  the  report,  and  more 
efpecially  the  defedlive  information  of  the 
firft  fuggefter  of  the  undertaking  (be  it  faid 
without  the  leaft  offence  to  him,  lince  he 
could  fay  no  more  than  he  knew,  and  what 
he  did  fay  was  probably  the  exadleft  truth), 
and  you  will  own,  that  none  but  the  French 
could  have  wifhed  oiir  armament  had  pro- 
ceeded further  in  the  execution  ofitsmilBon. 
They  indeed  might  have  rejoiced,  that  fo  fine 
a  body  of  troops  fliould  fall  into  a  trap,  the 
grofsnefs  of  which  would  have  robbed  them 
of  any  pity  for  falling  into  it.     They  muft, 
in  all  human  probability,  have  been  the  vic- 
tims to   a  miflake  that  was  not  their  own, 
and  that  with  their  eyes  open  on  the  palpa- 
bility of  it. 

But,  Sir,  the  unpromifingnefs  of  this  expe- 
dition was  not  judged  of  only  by  the  event, 
but  numbers  here,  on  knowing  its  deflinatbn 
for  the  coaft  of  France,  and  the  conftitution 
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of  things  in  thofe  parts,  made  even  no  merit 
of  pronouncing  boldly,  that  nothing  would 
or  could  be  done  by  that  grand  armada. 
Many  too,  on  feeing  the  equipment  of  fo  gal- 
lant a  fleet,  lamented  its  not  having  been 
earlier  fitted  out  againft  another,  and  the 
only  place  in  which  France  can  receive  a 
wound  in  her  vitals,  and  that  is  Cape-Breton, 
The  infinite  importance  of  America,  and 
the  adhial  fituati-m  cf  things  there,  loudly 
called  for  fuch  a  decifive  mtafure.  Andw^hat 
could  hinder  its  being  taken  with  all  af- 
iurance  of  fuccefs,  early  enough  in  the  fea^- 
fon,  unlefs  the  activity  of  the  ftate's  being 
,aboat  that  time  miferably  iufpendcd  by  a 
icramble  for  power,  amongfl  private  juntos, 
and  infignificant  party-cabals,  may  be  given 
for  a  fdiifon  ?         . 

Had  a  much  Icfs  armament  than  this  one 
proceeded  on  that  dcftination,  the  French  in- 
tereft  in  Amcuica  muil,  in  all  human  pro- 
bability, have  been  deftroyed  by  the  ax  being 
thus  laid  to  the  rootj  and  the  (liips  of  our  late 
unfortunate  fquadron  in  thofe  parts  might 
have,  not  unlikely,  been  riding  the  florm  out 
fafe  and  triumphant  in  the  harbopr  of  Louif- 
bourg.  Thofe  who  know  mofl  of  things, 
know  there  is  nothing  exaggerated  in  the  con- 
fequenCes,norromanticin  the  hopes  of  fuch  an 
undertaking i  cfpecially  had  it  been  then  ear- 
ned into  execution.     Had  Rochefort  even 
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been  taken,  what  would  have  been  the  confc- 
qucnce  but  the  deftruction  of  a  few  fhips, 
naval  (lores,  and  arfcnal :  call  it  great ;  but 
ftill  it  could  be  no  more  than  a  tranfient  re- 
parable damage  :  whereas,  by  getting  pof- 
feflion  of  Cape-Breton,  you  not  only  cut  off 
the  fpring-head  of  the  French  power  in  Ame- 
rica, but  may  nip  in  the  bud  their  bed,  and 
perhaps  only  nurfery  of  ieamen  for  their 
navy,  with  many  other  advantages  therefrom, 
too  obvious  need  deducing  here,  where  the 
mention  of  it  figures  only  as  a  digreflion  ; 
but  a  digreflion  you  will,  I  hope,  pardon,  in 
favor  of  the  well-meaning  of  it,    j  jt;  ■\u 

\vi  that  confultation  of  the  2  5th  above  re- 
fer4*ed  to,  and  efpecialiy  from  the  opinion  of 
the  chief  engineer,  who  cannot  be  fuppofed 
very  favorable  to  any  relblutioii  of  defiilcnce 
from  an  attempt  of  which  himfelf  was  in 
fome  fort  the  parent,  you  will  eafily  fee  at 
one  glance,  the  naturCy  and  caufe  of  fai- 
lure of  the  enterprize.  You  will  fee,  that 
not  a  foul  on  board  knew  half  the  requisites 
to  be  known  before  any  execution  could  be 
proceeded  to,  or  even  rightly  planned  ;  and 
at  the  fame  time,  that  it  was  no  fault  of  theirs 
that  they  did  not  know  them.  Vac^ue  and 
contradictory  reports  of  the  (late  of  Roche- 
fort,  of  its  ditch  and  rampart ;  in  (hort,  only 
the  mofl  material  points,  and  fuch  as  the  fate 
of  the  enterprize,  and  ot  the  lives  of  thofe 
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employed  In  it,  mud  turn  upon,  were  the 
very  points  that  remained,  and  ftill  remain 
pertcdlly  iinalcertaincd.     ,      j;  ,      r  ' . 

The  plan  furniflicd  from  memory  by  the 
chief  enginer,  with  at  leaft  a  conieffed 
doubt  of  his,  for  want  of  information,  what 
alterations  might  have  been  made  iince,  was 
of  itfclf  lufticicnt  to  alTure  any  general  or  en- 
gineer, "  That  if  no  place  was  more  capable 
r'f  being  tal:en  by  affault,  if  it  could  be  come 
at  by  furprize  ;  fo  no  place,  you  can,  per- 
il aps  name,  was  more  capable  of  being, 
within  even  a  few  hours,  put  into  a  pof- 
lure  of  del'ence  againft  fuch  a  fudden  af- 
fault  :  and  that  no  regular  attack  made  any 
part  of  the  defign,  cannot  appear  plainer, 
than  for  fo  good  a  reafon  as  the  engineer 
himfelf  gives.  That  the  imall  quantity  of 
artillery  they  had,  was  not  f'^nt  on  that  plan." 
(Enq.  p.  J05.) 

The  poffibility  of  a  furprize,  then  being 
abfolutcly  over,  the  only  chance  for  fuccefs 
by  a  regular  affault,  muft  have  been  their 
bringing  their  forces  before  it,  and  that  too 
without  artillery.  But  even  that  chance, 
defperate  as  it  was,  and  which  the  comman- 
ders however  were  apparently  determined  to 
try,  was  denied  them.  By  water,  the  fitua- 
tion  was  inacceffible  :  by  landing  indeed  at 
Chatelaillon-bay,  that  is  to  fay,  if  the  French 
would  have  been  fo  very  polite  as  not  to  mo- 
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left  them,  in  their  attempt  of  it,  they  might 
have  got  perhaps  before  Rochcfort  j  and  what 
to  do  there  ?  to  ftand  with  their  fingers  in 
their  mouths,  or  try  to  batter  down  its  de- 
fences with  threats,  for  other  cffedive  arms 
they  could  have  none.  In  (hort,  when  I  fi- 
gure to  myfelf  the  fituation  of  our  troops, 
fairly  arrived  before  Rochefort,  drums  beat- 
ing, and  colors  flying,  I  am  tempted  to  think 
the  French  knew  their  own  intereft  too  well 
to  interfere  with  the  landing  of  our  forces,  or 
hinder  them  from  proceeding  up  to  the  town. 
Nothing  in  all  human  probability  would  have 
afforded  them  a  finer  opportunity,  or  have 
played  the  gaftie  better  into  their  hands.  No 
retreat,  no  communication  with  the  fhips, 
any  more  than  if  thcfe  (hips  had  been  at  Ja- 
pan, no  chance  forcfcaping,  but  by  fighting 
their  way  back  again,  under  the  greatefl  un- 
certainty in  the  world,  of  being  able  to  get  off 
the  /liore,  even  fhould  the  boats  be  ready  to 
take  them  off,  and  all  the  while  harrafTcd  by 
thofe  French  forces,  which  not  invincibly  to 
have  prefumed,  were  ready  for  their  recep- 
tion, after  fo  long  an  alarm,  would  have  been 
a  fully  beneath  ferious  refutation  :  all  thefe, 
I  fay,  incline  me  to  think  the  French 
defircd  nothing  fo  much,  as  what  fome  are 
fo  forry  here  did  not  happen.  Every  true 
Englifhman,  however,  who  will  give  his  own 
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judgment  fair  pLiy,  in  fcorn  of  popular  and 
jgnoiant  prejudice,  may  rejoice,  that  fuch  a 
number  of  his  countrymen  did  not  perifh  in 
fo  filly  a  fnare,  without  profit  to  their  coun- 
try, without  honor  to  themfelves.  -f 
.,  You  will,  I  hope  toi,  Sir,  forgive  me  if  I 
own  myfelf  not  extremely  edined  by  fomc 
paflages  in  the  enquiry,  of  which  I  refpedt- 
fuUy  take  for  granted,  the  forms  of  public 
procedure,  rendered  the  publication  indif- 
pcnfably  neceflary  ;  and  which  otherwife  one 
would  imagine,  were  highly  improper  to  be 
puhliflied :  and  that  is  the  names  and  de- 
fcriptions  of  perfons,  who,  cither  they,  or 
their  families  arc  (llll  under  the  French  pow- 
er, or  are  liable  to  come  under  it.  Every  one 
knov/s  the  alert  and  watchful  genius  of  that 
government,  over  its  fubjcdls,  or  rather  its 
jlaves,  whofe  adlions  and  words  are  under 
the  rigidefl  comptrol  of  its  arbitrary  refent- 
ment  or  caprice.  .  , 

Mr.  Macnamara  is,  if  I  am  not  miftaken, 
deceafed,  or  the  leail  that  his  politenefs  to  an 
ofiicer  in  Engliili  regimentals,  in  permitting 
him  to  view  the  works  of  the  place,  would  have 
coft  him,  was  a  fevcre  reprimand,  or  perhaps 
a  difmiffion  from  his  poft,  which  he  would 
have  owed  to  the  fpecific  mention  of  him  in 
the  report.  Further :  amongft  the  accident;* 
of  war,  there  might  occafions  often  offer  for 
examination  of FrenchprifonerSjfromwhence 
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ycry  valuable  difcoveries  might  arife.  Now^, 
might  it  not  prove  a  great  check  on  their  con- 
fidence, oil  their  commanicativencfs  and  na- 
tural inclin:uion  to  talking;  the  having  fuch 
realon  to  tliiiik  their  names  and  perfons  might 
poflibly  c(.me  to  be  publifhed  againft  them,  in 
the  procedure  of  fome  court-martial,  or  enqui- 
ry, fo  as  to  render  tl.em  obnoxious  to  their 
own  government  ?  Might  not  thi«  be  a  ftrong 
motive  for  then  being  fhy  and  refervcd  ?  I  am 
apt  to  believe  Tuch  publications  are  never  prac- 
tifed  under  any  government  but  ours  j  but  ut 
the  fame  time,  no  doubt,  it  has  its  reafons 
for  being  above  fuch  an  attention,  though  I 
do  not  pretend  to  penetrate  them. 

It  was  alfo  for  much  the  fame  caufe  I  ob- 
ferved  with   infinite  pain,  that  paffage  in  Sir 

J^L — r's  memorial  of  advice  to  Sir  Jf*M 

(Enq  p.  22  )  •*  There  are  numbers  of  protef- 
tants  in  that  province  that  wifli  you  well, 
and  would  be  ^lad  to  eo  on  board  with  you." 
This  hint  was  doubtlefs  purely  intended  as  a 
private  one,  and  never  for  publication  ;  lo  that 
no  blame  cr.»  in  that  light  fall  upon  it.  But  is 
it  not  un!  appily  publillied  ?  All  who  knovv 
the  nature  of  the  French  government,  efpeci- 
ally  its  confLuit  difpofition  to  opprels  the  pru- 
teftants,  mufl:  eafily  allow  tliat  fuch  a  para- 
graph cannot  come  unwelcome  to  it,  as  it 
may  give  it  at  handle,  at  leaft  tor  a  greater  vi- 
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giknce,  over  a  fet  of  people  thus  marked  out 
to  them.     Nor  can  they  theinfel\es  be  ex- 
tremely obliged  to  us  for  fuch  a  defignation  * 
but  what  is  flill  worfe,  it  is  moil  probably  not 
entirely  a  juft  one.     1  he  proteftants,  who  are 
ilill  fuffered.  or  rather  connived  at  in  France, 
in  general,    picqne  themfelves  on  the  utmoft 
loyalty   to   their  king    and  country.     Tliey 
deduce  this,  duty  from  their  religion,  which 
even    under    periecution,    forbids    them    to 
turn  traitors,  at    fuch  a  cri{i^  too^  as   that  of 
an  adual  invaiion.     If  numbers  of  refugees, 
on  their  quitting  France,  and  flying  from  the 
face  of  opprefiion.  took  fervice  under  powers 
at  enmity  with  it;  it  was  not  till  after  their 
local  refidence  in  the  countries  in  which  they 
had  found   refuge,  from  the  mofl  inhuman 
opprefllon  at  home,  ha.d  changed  the  objeSs 
of  their  allegiance,  that  they  departed  from 
it,  and  became  perhaps  the  mofl  faithful,  and 
certainly  not  the  leaft  uleful  fubjedls  of  thofe 
powers   that   wore  wife  enough  to  give  them 
harbour  and  protedion.     It  is,  I  fancy,  with 
reafon,  faid,  that  numbers  of  the  prefent  pro- 
teftants   of  Fiance,  efpecially  in   thofe   very 
parts  that  were  the  fcene  of  our  projected  in- 
vafion,  would  defire  no   better  than  an  op- 
portunity of  iignalizing  their  loyalty  to  their 
country,  by  wayofihe  juikn:  and  bittereft  re- 
proach to  their  oppreiTors,  for  their  infamous 
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as  well  as  Impolitic  fpirit  of  per/ecu tion. 
Numbers,  we  arc  told,  of  thefe  people  offered 
their  fervice,  fpecifically  on  this  very  occafion, 
to  the  French  government.  But,  how^ever 
that  may  be,  I  cannot  but  thinii  fuch  a  paiHige 
might,  for  obvious  reafons,  have  better  been 
left  out,  efpecially  as  it  is  nothing  to  the  pur- 
pofe  of  the  Enquiry 

I  come  nov/  to  the  report  itfelf,  given  in 
by  the  appointed  commiffioners  of  Enquiry, 
and  refuhing  from  the  matter  of  it.  (See 
Enq.  p.  60.)  And  here  I  begin  with  fairly 
owning  to  you,  that  it  pafTes  my  compre- 
henlion.  Could  fo  extravagant  a  cafe  be 
fuppofcd,  as  that  there  was  a  collu five  com- 
promife  agreed  on  between  the  projectors  of 
the  expedition  and  the  commanders  of  it  5 
that  fince  fome  report  mud  neceillirily  paf?-, 
fuch  an  one  (hould  be  didatcd  as  ihould 
neither  acquit  the  one,  nor  condemn  the 
other ',  I  (hould  think  there  could  not  have 
been  a  more  admirable  piece  framed  for  fuch  a 
purpofe. 

Not  a  word  is,  indeed,  faiJ  in  it  that 
might  impeach  the  vyfdom  of  the  projec- 
tion, or  impute  the  failure  of  the  expedition 
to  its  infufficiency.  But  not  a  word  too  is 
there  in  it,  but  what  the  commanders  might 
even  glory  in  avowing  and  fubfcribing  to. 
If  it  fuisfies  the  public  but  half  as  much  as 
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it  ought  to  fatisfy  them,  then  all  parties  owe 
to  thofe  honorable  perfonai^es  who  pafTcd  the 
Report  the  jufteft  thanks 

I  pafs  over  the  prcijmble,  as  being  merely 
matter  of  form  and  inuodudlion  ;  and  Ihall 
only  point  oat  to  yoa  feme  parts  of  the  Re- 
port, that  cannot  but  juftify  to  you  my  admi- 
ration of  it.  I  fuppofe  you  have  it  before 
you,  and  proceed. 

The  firil  caufe  of  failure  appears  to  have 
been  the  not  attacking  Fouras  by  fea,  at  the 
fame  time  that  it  would  be  attacked  by  land. 
But  the  abfcnce  of  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  and 
of  tliC  pilot  of  the  Magnanime,  not  admit- 
ting an  examinatiqn  into  that  particular,  the 
opinion  upon  that  point  is  left  open  and  un- 
decided. All  that  appears  very  plain  is,  that 
Fouras  was  inacceflible  to  an  attack  by  (Inp- 
ping,  notwithftanding  the  pilot  Thierri's  pro- 
mife,  which,  it  (h  mid  feem,  he  could  not 
make  good.  At  leaft,  in  this  the  comman- 
ders are  in  no  fault. 

Another  caufe  of  failure  affigned  in  the 
Report,  is  the  non-attempting  to  land  on 
the  report  received  on  the  24th  of  September 
from  rear-admiral  Brodrick  and  the  ciptains, 
who  had  been  fent  out  to  found  and  recon- 
noitre ;  when,  inftead  of  landing  diredly, 
a  council  of  war  was  called  on  the  25th,  in 
wliich    it   was  mcinr,r.:ufiy  refolved    not    to 
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land,  as  the  attempt  upon  Rochefort  was 
neither  advifeable  nor  fraditcable.  To  fay 
the  truth,  after  fuch  a  report  as  the  com- 
manders then  received,  after  what  they 
themfelves  could  fee  of  the  lotal  pofition  of 
things,  and  what  they  muft  know  or  pre- 
fume  of  the  ftate  of  the  country,  they  were, 
if  it  is  not  too  difrcpedtful  in  me  to  fay  fo, 
rather  in  the  wrong  for  calling  any  conful- 
tation,  if  their  refolution  could  have  dif- 
penfed  with  the  form  of  it ;  for,  in  fadt,  there 
was  no  matter  of  confultation  at  all.  The 
nature  of  the  errand  they  were  fent  on,  and 
the  impoflibility  of  its  execution,  were  already 
plain  enough. 

"  But  it  did  not  appear  that  there  were 
*'  then,  or  at  any  time  afterwards,  either 
*'  a  body  of  troops  or  batteries  on  the  fliore, 
*'  futlicient  to  have  penetrated  their  defcent.** 
This  is  moft  religioufly  true.  As  to  troops, 
nothing  can  on  earth  be  more  certain,  than 
that  troops  there  were  and  muft  be  in  the 
country;  and  as  certain,  that  the  French 
muft  have  been  very  great  ideots  indeed  to 
have  lufFered  them  to  be  Jeen^  when  it  was 
fo  eafy,  and  fo  much  their  game  to  conceal 
themi  As  to  batteries  in  Chatelaillon-bay, 
the  only  convenient  place  for  a  defcent,  not 
one  officer  ever  faid  there  were  any,  or  did 
not  but  aver  the  contrary;  but  who  of  them 
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could  not  bat  fee  the  impropriety,  according 
to  all  the  rules  of  war  and  of  common  fenfe, 
cf  effeduating  a  dcfcent,  from  which  no 
good  could  be  hoped  for  the  fuccefs  of  the 
main  of  the  enterprize,  the  attack  upon 
Rochefort  ?  Could  any  thing  counterbal- 
lance  the  moral  aiTurance  of  being  cut  off 
divilion  by  divifion,  which  muft  have  been 
the  cafe,  unlefs  the  French  could  be  fufpedl- 
ed  of  falling  off",  on  fuch  a  tempting  occafion, 
from  their  ufual  alertnefs,  or  have  only  fuf- 
pended  its  exertion,  in  order  to  draw  us  more 
cumpleatly  into  the  fnare  ? 

'*  It  does  not  appear,  (%s  the  Report)^ 
*'  that  there  were  any  fufficient  reafons  to 
•*  induce  the  council  of  war  to  believe  that 
Rochefort  was  fo  far  changed,  in  refpedt 
of  its  flrength  or  pofture  of  defence, 
lince  the  expedition  was  firft  refolved  on 
in  England,  as  to  prevent  all  attempts  of 
an  attack  upon  the  place,  in  order  to 
burn  and  deftroy  the  docks,  magazines, 
aifenals,  and  fijipping,  in  obedience, 
&c." 

To  all  this  the  commanders  might  chcar- 
fu!!v  fubfciibe,  fince  it  docs  honor  both  to 
tiicir  fenfe  and  obedience.  They  were  Tent 
fuiely  on  the  plan  of  a  furprize,  or  coup-de- 
main.  Nothing  cm  be  plainer  than  their 
inflructiuns  on  this  head:   but  that  cafe  of 
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furpdze  not  exifting,  as  confidering  the  fitua- 
tion  of  that  place,  it  could  never,  but  by 
the  favor  of  a  miracle,  exiil :  Rochefort 
niight  not  indeed  very  materially  be  changed 
as  to  its  flrength,  or  poflure  of  defence ;  but 
obvioully  ceafed,  from  the  inftant  there  was 
no  hope  of  coming  on  it  by  furprize,  to  be 
a  place  polnble  to  be  taken  by  a  fudden 
ailault.  •    •    • 

As  to  what  the  Report  aals,  *^  that  no 
"  reafon  could  exiil  fufficient  to  prevent  the 
*'  attempt  of  landing  the  troops,    previous 
^*  to  the  28th  of  September,  as  the  council 
*'  then  unaninioully  refolved  to  land  with  i\ll 
*'  poffible  difpatch  :"    Nothing  can  be  more 
juft,  on  the  fuppofition  that  it  was  right  to 
have  landed  at  ail.     It  is  even  too  favorable 
to  the    commanders  ;    for   certainly   every 
hour's  delay,  after  the  inihnt  of  their  arrival, 
ftrenjithened  their  reafon  for  not   landinji, 
could  that   have    required    ftrcnf^thening  ? 
And  they  are  juilly  punilhed  for  the  impru- 
dence of  not  adhering  to  their  firil  and  beft 
relbhition  of  the  25th  not  to  land  at  all,  un- 
kfs  their  zeal  for  attempting  evident  impof- 
fibilities,  in  the  fervicc  of  their  country,  may 
be  allowed  to  excufe  them,  and  the  inten- 
tion acquit  them   for    the  ablurdity  of  their 
pcrfevcrar.ce    in    an   caterprize,    of   which 
their   ov.'n   peribnal  knowledge  might  have 
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Even  then  by  the  Report  ^.^^^^^^ 

1„  confidered,  you  m^y- ='^  j^  /o  the  ori- 
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Iv  confidered,  you  T7'~,'luc  to  the  ori- 

glnal  fin  of  '"^"'^"'"'^iffioned  to  carry  it 
Sr  to  the  perfons  ^"'^'^t^Vely  pronounce, 
into  execution.     i<  ou  "»  ?    .  (udgment,  on 

Without  thehaf  doJ„^  £^  bffo,e  you, 
the  materials  of    "tor  .^  ,,,,. 

whereon  *^  ^"^"f  lugther  all  the  pre- 
braced  '^"'i  P  -^""'tare  tve'e  duly  obtained 
requifites  of  ^-^^f^Z  armament  (that 
before  the  d/pa^ch  m  t  ^^^^  ^ 

is  to  fay,  °"f"PP°Sthat  it  (hould  fuc- 
o^ifly  meant,  or  ^^\^ ^^  „,r.,\,t^cv.  ot  un- 
ceed^  or  whether  a  fet  ot  ge  ^^^^ 

rttaiited  charaae«.  -d    -^^^^^  f,  ^.^fly 
arms  of  their  ^°''ylJ^^  jbeir  own.  as  to 
wanting  to  Its  ho^J'^^^.^g.^ce.  if  a  better 
return  back  with  &  J^J  ^^?  ,^  of  things  b«d 
knowledge  and  a  P"'""^  ^  they  ren- 

net forced  them  to  it.  v-th  a  r  g^^^^^.      .  ^  .^ 

dered  but  t°°/PP!' bounds  of  their  duty, 
fo  much  beyond  the  bound^^  ^^^^^ 
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Should  you,  however,  after  fettling  this 
point  in  your  own  mind,  proceed  to  any  de- 
gree of  curiofity  for  what  further  may  be 
expeded  from  this  meafure  of  an  enquiry, 
which  feems  but  a  preparatory  one  to  an 
ulterior  procedure  upon  it,  it  is  not  at  leaft 
to  me  you  muft  addrefs  yourfelf  for  fatisfac- 
tion.     The  low  level  range  of  humble  com- 
mon fenfe  can  never  pretend  to  reach  the 
fublimity  of  thofe  clouds  in  which  the  ex- 
alted wifdom  of  our  councils  has  fo  long 
rolled,  and  carried  the  public  affairs  to  that 
pitch  of  profperity  and   renov^n  in  which 
they  are  at  prefent  fb  conlpicuoufly  feen. 
But  if  you  will  deign  to  accept  a  general 
rule  of  conjeifture  on  any  future  turns  of  af- 
fairs that  as  yet  lie  hid  within  the  womb  of 
time,  or  in  the  heads  of  our  modern  ftatef- 
men  -,  a  rule  that  has  for  thefe  many  years 
hardly  been  known  to  fail;  this  it  is.    Ima- 
gine to  yourfelf  fpecifically  what  is  mod 
agreeable  to  common  fenfe,  and  to  the  once 
believed  juft  order  of  judgment,  and  then  do 
not  htfurprifcd  at  finding  the  event  diame- 
trically oppofite  to  it.     In  the  prefent  cur- 
rent of  things,  no  oracle  can  afford  you  a 
furer  prognoftic  than  this  method  of  anti- 
cipation by  contraries.      Should  you  then 
find  a  ftatue  decreed  to  the  great  projedtor 
of  this  celebrated  expedition,  and  national 
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difgrace,  or  even  an  ignominious  punlfh- 
ment  allotted  for  thofe  unfortunate  enough 
to  have  been  fent  in  command  upon  it,  there 
can  be  nothing  fo  flrange  in  fuch  a  diftribu- 
tion  of  juftice  as  to  make  you  flare  at  it,  if 
you  reflect  upon  all  the  unaccountablenefs 
in  our  judgment  and  affairs  for  thefe  many 
years  laft  paft.  The  folly  would  indeed 
now  be  to  be  furprifcd  at  any  thing. 
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